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NEWSLETTER

Welcome to the first issue of our
quarterly newsletter!

We are eager to share with you the
main information about our project
and the latest developments in our
mission, to make a positive impact
in our communities.

IN THIS NEWSLETTER
YOU CAN FIND:

WHY B.RIGHT SPACES?

B.RIGHT SPACES AND THE PROMOTION
OF CIVIC SPACES IN THE EU

THE B.RIGHT SPACES
PROJECT PARTNERS

INTRODUCING THE B. RIGHT SPACES PROJECT!

The B.RIGHT SPACES project

builds on the assumption that

civic spaces can be best promoted and
protected through the collaborative
efforts of local public authorities, NGOs,
CSOs, social economy organisations,
private entities, citizens, and other
stakeholders, guided by the principles of
subsidiarity and cooperation.

The primary goal of the projectis to
enhance the capabilities of these local
actors to support, develop, and
safeguard civic spaces, while also
fostering greater public engagement in
democratic dialogues and practices.

Civic spaces are serving as

strongholds for citizens’

activism in Europe, underpinning
democratic participation and facilitating
the progressive recognition and
expansion of civil, political, economic, and
social rights.

Co-funded by
the European Union

Within civic spaces, private and public
entities, NGOs, and individuals
actively engage in shaping the political,
economic, social, and cultural
development of their communities.
They advocate for equal access to

public services, freedom of occupational
choice, the right to work, and fair
working conditions.

However, defending these rights
poses significant challenges, requiring
constant vigilance and collaborative
effort to ensure these spaces remain
inclusive and effective in advancing
democratic and social justice.
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WHY B.RIGHT SPACES?

Local stakeholders collaborate to address the emerging
challenges and risks facing civic spaces across Europe

The current “health conditions” of civic spaces in Europe vary significantly from country to
country, influenced by diverse demographic, cultural, political, and spatial contexts.
New challenges to the democratic vitality of these spaces include issues such as:

e Access to rights for different groups defined by multiple factors, including social
condition, employment status, gender, age, ability/disability, nationality, and culture. Civic
spaces address the needs of these diverse populations, creating inclusive environments
where everyone can exercise their rights.

* Effective participation in decision-making. Civic spaces should serve as arenas where
citizens can voice their opinions and influence policies that affect their lives.

* Access to new digital spaces which can supplement or even replace traditional physical
spaces, offering new solutions for participation and engagement. Digital spaces present
their own set of challenges, including issues of digital literacy, access to technology, and
online security.

* The governance of civic spaces, which requires the engagement of multiple
stakeholders, including institutions and public bodies, non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) and civil society civil society organisations, informal community groups, as well as
private sector partners, and others. The objective is to ensure inclusion, transparency, and
responsiveness.

* Intersectional approaches are increasingly relevant, considering how various forms of
discrimination and disadvantage intersect and compound one another. Civic spaces must
adapt to these evolving rights and ensure that all individuals, particularly those at the
intersections of multiple identities, are protected and empowered.

* Furthermore, fostering different stakeholders’ (including citizens') trust in public
institutions is a significant challenge. Trust is the foundation of a healthy civic space,
enabling effective participation and cooperation. When trust erodes, it can lead to
disengagement and a weakened democratic fabric.

These challenges are experienced daily by citizens, organisations, and local public authorities
across Europe.

B.RIGHT SPACES is dedicated to the promotion and protection of civic spaces through the
synergistic efforts of local stakeholders. We focus on innovative platforms that facilitate
citizen participation in decision-making processes and expand civic engagement. Additionally,
our efforts are dedicated to rebuilding trust in public institutions by emphasising
transparency, accountability, and responsiveness.

Co-funded by Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European
the European Union Union or EACEA. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.
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THE CONTRIBUTION OF B.RIGHT SPACES TO
THE PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF CIVIC
SPACES IN THE EVU

The B.RIGHT SPACES project is
structured into three main
phases, each contributing to a
deeper understanding, better
networking, and effective
fostering of civic spaces.

PHASE 1: UNDERSTANDING

CIVIC SPACES IN THE EU

The first phase focuses on observing and analysing the conditions that enable,
enhance, and foster civic spaces. This phase aims to identify and comprehend the
various forms of civic spaces - physical, digital, and hybrid - across the EU, assessing their
capacity to support democratic processes. Attention is given to key democratic rights as
outlined by the European Charter of Fundamental Rights, such as freedom of expression,
assembly, non-discrimination, and fair working conditions.
The “Understanding” phase comprises two stages.
¢ Stage 1 involves analysing academic and institutional literature to map civic spaces
across the EU and conducting scouting surveys within the REVES network to capture
local specificities. Expert interviews are used to validate findings and refine the map.
e Stage 2 explores the political, social, cultural, and legal frameworks of civic spaces in
specific territories like Catalunya, Rome, Torino, Warsaw, and Torres Vedras. Through
focus groups, workshops, and expert interviews, this stage identifies factors
influencing civic spaces and explores ways to democratically involve broader
segments of the population, especially vulnerable groups.

Co-funded by Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European
the European Union Union or EACEA. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.
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PHASE 2: LEARNING AND NETWORKIN

Building on the insights gained in Phase 1, the “Learning and networking” phase
facilitates the exchange of good practices and mutual learning among project
territories.

This phase includes:

* Verification > Sharing and discussing the results of the Understanding phase
through national and transnational policy labs, ensuring that local perspectives
are integrated.

e Learning in situ > Organising onsite visits for experiential learning and direct
contact with local stakeholders, fostering better appropriation of the analysis
results.

* Networking > Establishing solid and sustainable networking mechanisms among
partners, guided by mutual interests and shared objectives.

PHASE 3: FOSTERING CIVIC

SPACES

The “Fostering” phase aims to consolidate and expand the network of public
authorities, NGOs, CSOs, and other players, enhancing advocacy and
sustainability for civic spaces. Key activities include:

* Drafting the EU Charter for the Defenders of Civic Spaces, outlining the principles
for activating and protecting civic spaces, building on the lessons learned in the
previous phases.

* Establishing networks to foster continuous collaboration and policy
development.

¢ Formulating policy recommendations, addressing policymakers at all levels,
aimed at enhancing legal frameworks, policies, and practices to support civic
spaces.

The final European symposium on civic spaces and the creation of a Civic Spaces
Commission within REVES will further support networking, monitor policies, and
propose improvements to regulatory frameworks to foster civic spaces.

Co-funded by Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European
the European Union Union or EACEA. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.
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INTRODUCING THE B.RIGHT
SPACES PROJECT PARTNERS
The B.RIGHT SPACES We believe that the interdisciplinary
consortiumiis collaboration among different kinds of
composed of 10 organisations and institutions has the
partners, representing potential to bring about real changes in the
different cultures, lives of people and communities.

approaches and
visions. Each of the
project partners is
supporting the project
in a different capacity,
according to their
competencies and
capabilities.

Reseau Européen des Villes et Regions de I'Economie Sociale Aisbl - REVES
(Belgium). REVES is the B.RIGHT SPACES project's coordinator and principal manager.
REVES exemplifies the collaborative spirit and commitment to social economy that
drive our collective efforts.

Associacio Xarxa d'Economia Solidaria - XES (Spain). XES tackles the themes of
public civic spaces in relation with community development and the strengthening of
Social economy. XES defends an economic system that respects people, the
environment, the territories and that works under democratic criteria of fairness,
transparency, equity and participation.

Associazione Parsec (Italy). PARSEC has extensive experience in research on social
issues. PARSEC has been investigating for years social phenomena related to
marginalisation, proposing actions to combat them, prioritising the rights of
vulnerable individuals.

» Centro Servizi Volontariato Lazio - CSV Lazio (Italy). CSV Lazio, a second-level
association comprising third sector organisations from the Lazio region, is dedicated
to enhancing the capacity of its member organisations in actively promoting and
defending the values and rights that are central to their mission and activism.

Co-funded by Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European
the European Union Union or EACEA. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.
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» Comune di Torino (Italy). The Municipality of Turin empowers local communities through
capacity building measures, offering instruments and tools to help them build their own
future. The Municipality is committed to prevent and contrast gender-based violence and
all forms of inequality, and to raise awareness on equal opportunities, gender equality.

Departament d'Empresa | Coneixement at the Generalitat de Catalunya (Spain). The

» Generalitat de Catalunya (GENCAT, Catalonia Region) promotes social economy based on
a specific regional strategy which, since 2016, has been linking support measures to
territorial development perspectives.

EMERGE (Portugal). EMERGE is a civic space where artists and committed citizens

» promote contemporary art made by emerging artists. This promotion is carried out
through the various projects developed in partnership with public and private institutions,
curators, artists, galleries, among others, addressing contemporary subjects.

Fundacja Inicjatyw Spoteczno-Ekonomicznych - FISE (Poland). FISE was set up in 1990
» and its mission has been to act so that every person has access to decent work. Since the

very beginning, activities towards the development of the modern labour market were

connected to enhancing Poles’ civic participation and their understanding of this concept.

Camara Municipal de Torres Vedras (Portugal). The Municipality of Torres Vedras is
» involved in designing and realising territorial intersectoral strategic partnerships based on
consultation between the various local players.

Vreij Universiteit Brussel - Department of Studies in Media, Innovation and
Technology - VUB SMIT (Belgium). The Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB), through its

» Department of Studies in Media, Innovation and Technology (SMIT) has extensive
expertise in research and promotion activities related to journalism and democracy, the
European public sphere and participation, disinformation and radicalisation.
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