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EXPANDING CIVIC SPACE THROUGH ARTS, CULTURE
AND INCLUSIVE LOCAL GOVERNANCE MODELS

Welcome to the fourth issue of our  newsletter!
We are eager to share with you the main information about our
project and the latest developments in our mission, to make a

positive impact in our communities

NEWSLETTER

Empowering Communities
When Rights Meet Local Development

Across Europe, innovative approaches are redefining how civic
space can be promoted and protected through cultural
participation, inclusive educational initiatives, new models of
governance that treat people as partners rather than subjects.
Within the B.RIGHT SPACES project, we have been observing,
visiting and analysing inspiring examples from diverse EU
countries: Portugal, Spain, Italy, Sweden, and others. In these
contexts, meaningful practices and policies have been
implemented, where local authorities, sectoral stakeholders
(e.g. in the culture and arts domains) and civil society have
joined forces to address complex social challenges. 
Whether rebuilding post-earthquake communities in Sicily,
fostering inclusion through Swedish museums, or creating
accessible cultural resources for youth, these projects reveal
shared principles: participation, human rights frameworks and
the transformative power of beauty and creativity in vulnerable
contexts.
At the same time, innovative governance models across Europe
are reshaping the relationship between institutions and
citizens. In Turin, innovation processes in local administrative
law help recognise citizens as co-creators of public life. In
Rome’s metropolitan area, networks spanning several
municipalities are strengthening civic life beyond the capital,
while in Catalonia, regional authorities are countering
authoritarian trends through collaborative policymaking and
social economy legislation.

At the EU scale, the EU Agency for Fundamental Rights is
advancing the concept of “human rights cities,” embedding
rights systematically into municipal policies. 
What unites these diverse experiences is a shared vision:
culture, education and participation are not peripheral to
democracy, but they are its foundation. 
Investing in participatory governance, creative collaboration
and cultural rights can contribute to building trust and
fostering social cohesion, thus giving communities the tools to
imagine and shape their own futures.

The articles presented in this newsletter explore how
these principles come to life across different European
territories, offering valuable lessons for policymakers,
activists, civil society practitioners who seek to expand
and protect civic space in their territories.
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