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DEFENDING CIVIC SPACE
FROM THE GROUND UP
 The Launch of the B.RIGHT

SPACES Charter

Welcome to the fifth issue of our  newsletter!
We are eager to share with you the main information about our project
and the latest developments in our mission, to make a positive impact

in our communities
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How the B.RIGHT SPACES Charter converges on the EU Strategy for Civil Society
WHEN PRACTICE MEETS POLICY

https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/8c30975d-bc1c-4415-8dcd-a71cb28f3662_en?filename=JUST_template_comingsoon_standard.pdf
https://www.revesnetwork.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/B.RIGHT-SPACES_D3.4_EU-CHARTER-DEFENDERS-OF-CIVIC-SPACES.pdf
https://www.revesnetwork.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/B.RIGHT-SPACES_D3.4_EU-CHARTER-DEFENDERS-OF-CIVIC-SPACES.pdf


A Strong Voice for an Enabling Europe
THE EESC AND THE EU STRATEGY FOR CIVIL SOCIETY

https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/eu-strategy-support-protect-and-empower-civil-society/timeline


For the social economy, the EU Strategy for Civil Society and the B.RIGHT SPACES Charter are not abstract policy milestones.
Many of the civic spaces described in the B.RIGHT SPACES project are already embedded in social economy logics. Community
hubs managed by cooperatives, neighbourhood centres run by associations, co-managed cultural venues, foundations
supporting commons-based initiatives: these are not exceptions, but increasingly widespread models across Europe.
What they demonstrate is that civic space is not only a matter of rights and participation, but also of organisational
sustainability and economic viability. The social economy offers concrete tools to reconcile autonomy with stability, public
interest with entrepreneurial capacity, and democratic values with operational effectiveness.
This perspective resonates strongly with both the EU Strategy for Civil Society and the Charter, which stress the need to move
beyond short-term, project-based approaches and towards long-term partnerships and enabling frameworks.
From good intentions to shared capacities
The question now is how the social economy can move from being a natural ally of civic space to becoming a structural driver
of its expansion and resilience across Europe.
Across Europe, many civic spaces are already managed, animated or sustained by social economy actors. Community hubs run
by cooperatives, neighbourhood centres coordinated by associations, co-managed cultural venues and commons-based
initiatives supported by foundations are living examples of how economic activity can serve democratic and social goals.
What these experiences show is that civic space requires more than goodwill or volunteerism. It needs organisational
continuity, accountable governance, diversified resources and a clear social mission.
These are precisely the strengths of the social economy. However, despite this alignment, social economy actors often lack
recognition as civic infrastructure providers. They are frequently treated as project partners rather than long-term co-governors
of public interest spaces.
Some of the B.RIGHT SPACES results, such as the Capacity Building Package and the online Cartography of Civic Spaces, directly
addresses this gap. 
Designed with and for social economy entities, the Capacity Building Package offers some practical tools to consolidate
practice into shared know-how, strengthening their position in negotiations with institutions and funders.
The B.RIGHT SPACES online cartography (https://civicspaces.revesnetwork.eu/) supports learning from peers. It documents
over 30 civic space experiences across Europe, many of which are led or supported by social economy actors. Rather than
presenting idealised models, the cartography shows how governance tensions are managed, how financial sustainability is
pursued, how relationships with local authorities evolve over time.
For the social economy, these represent ‘collective intelligence tools’, aloowing to learn from peers, adapt solutions and build
cross-border alliances.

How the Social Economy Can Lead the Expansion of Civic Space in Europe

WHAT’S NEXT?

How Local and Regional Authorities Can Enable Civic Space Through
Partnership
The EU Strategy for Civil Society and the B.RIGHT SPACES Charter send a clear message to local and regional public authorities: civic
space is not an accessory to public policy, but a core democratic infrastructure. For municipalities and regions, the challenge is no
longer whether to engage with civic spaces, but how to do so in ways that strengthen trust, participation and long-term resilience.
Across Europe, civic spaces contribute to social inclusion, youth engagement, cultural life, urban regeneration and democratic
participation. Yet they are often managed through short-term contracts or informal arrangements that undermine their stability.
The B.RIGHT SPACES project highlights a different approach: treating civic spaces as long-term partners in shared governance,
rather than as service providers or beneficiaries. This requires a shift in institutional culture: from control and risk avoidance to
enabling, trust-based collaboration. Local authorities are not always equipped for this shift. Administrative rules, procurement systems
and internal hierarchies can unintentionally constrain civic initiatives.
Defending civic space against restriction and instrumentalisation remains essential. Yet the next phase must go further: actively
promoting civic space as a public good. This means embedding civic spaces in urban regeneration strategies, social inclusion policies,
youth engagement frameworks and just transition agendas.

What comes next is not a linear roadmap, but a collective responsibility shared across governance levels and sectors. The social
economy, together with local public authorities and civil society, can help ensure that the EU Strategy for Civil Society does not remain
a declaratory milestone, but becomes a driver of democratic transformation.
Civic spaces are where European values are tested, negotiated and renewed. Investing in them politically, economically and
professionally, is not an accessory to democracy, but it is one of its most concrete foundations.

https://civicspaces.revesnetwork.eu/
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https://www.revesnetwork.eu/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/B.Right-Spaces_Conference-Programme.pdf
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