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Looking Back, Looking Ahead...

The PARI project continues to build knowledge and
connections across its partner territories. Following
the Capacity Building workshop in Belgium and the
mission to Torres Vedras (Portugal), the project's
third transnational study visit took place in

Ostergotland, Sweden, on 4-5 September 2025.

In this issue, we report on the key takeaways from
the mission to Linkdping and Soderkdping, two cities
in the Ostergdtland region.

The visit offered an immersive journey into Sweden's
distinct culture of trust and cooperation, exploring
what clusters mean in practice, how they form, and
what conditions help them thrive.

The Ostergotland mission brought together project
partners and stakehiolders from Belgium, Sweden,
Spain and Portugal, along with local experts and
practitioners. Through study visits, presentations and
open dialogue, participants explored concrete
examples of social and ecological innovation and
discussed their implications for the broader PARI
analysis of Clusters for Social and Ecological
Innovation (CSEls).

The PARI’s objectives in a nutshell

The PARI - PAths for Rural Innovation projectis a
two-year action that is supported by the European
Commission in the framework of the Single Market
Programme (SMP). Started in September 2024, PARI
intends to facilitate the setup or the consolidation in
rural areas of a specific sort of clusters, named
Clusters of Social and Ecological Innovation (CSEIls).
Clusters are experiences of convergence of resources
from different sources, aimed at pursuing objectives
that could not be achieved by individual actors with
the same success. Clusters may have different
natures: industrial clusters, territorial clusters,
economic clusters, sectoral clusters.

CSEls, in turn, represent a special case..

CSEls, as they go beyond sectors or silo approaches,
and aim at gathering resources of different nature to
improve the systemic capacity to respond to social and
environmental challenges through targeted innovation
paths.

Consistently, the PARI projectaims atidentifying and
implementing pathways to accelerate the creation of
CSElsinrural areas, through the improvement of
capacities and operational frameworks for social
economy actors, in partnership with local authorities,
entrepreneurial actors and other players, in the
partner territories.
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https://www.revesnetwork.eu/project/pari/




Whatis the ‘countryside’?
The importance of place typology

A recurring theme of the Osterg6tland mission was the question that opened the visit's conceptual framework:
what exactly is the countryside? The answer, as Region Ostergotland's work demonstrates, depends entirely on
the question being asked.

The region has developed a sophisticated place typology, that is a grid-based geographic analysis that goes
beyond administrative boundaries to capture population density, commuting patterns, land use, economic
activity, and access to services. This produces seven distinct categories of place, from inner urban areas to
sparsely populated rural heartlands, each with its own dynamics, challenges, and cluster potential.

This tool has directrelevance for PARI.
By mapping geography at a fine-grained level, it
becomes possible to identify micro-clusters of

businesses, associations, and community actors Ostergstland -
that might be invisible within broader statistical

categories. e
These informal networks are often where social L e

and ecological innovation first takes root and
where support, if well-targeted, can make the
greatest difference.

The message is clear. place-based strategies
must be built on a nuanced understanding of
what each place actually is, not assumed from its
administrative label

Public Authorities as
Enabling Stakeholders

What tools can be used to support the relationship
between public authorites and the social RTIINE =
economy? M' é:
In Sweden, the public procurement framework :
offers several mechanisms through which
municipalities and regions can actively support
social economy actors, including the use of social
considerations as award criteria, special contract
conditions (such as requirements for inclusive
employment), divided contracts to increase
accessibility for smaller organisations, and reserved
contracts for enterprises with democratic
ownership or value-based purposes.

These instruments, while not unique to Sweden, are consistently applied in Ostergétland in ways that create
concrete opportunities for cooperatives, associations, and work-integration social enterprises. Examples
discussed during the visit included municipalities requiring employment opportunities for people with disabilities
as a condition of contracts for cleaning, gardening, and laundry services.
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The concept of Idéburet Offentligt Partnerskap (IOP), translated as Civil Society—Public Partnership, represents
an innovative financing instrument: it is not a legal category but a flexible model that allows public authorities to
directly co-finance services provided by social economy actors, outside the conventional competitive
procurement process.

IOP acknowledges that many services essential to social well-being, including integration support, youth work,
cultural activities, and community development, cannot be efficiently delivered through commercial market
mechanisms. By establishing an IOP, a municipality or region can channel resources to non-profit organisations,
cooperatives, and associations that are often best placed to deliver these services, based on shared objectives
and long-term collaboration.

For further information about the IOP in Osterg6tland:
https://www.regionosterg otland.se/ro/det-har-gor-vi/hallbarhet/samverkan-med-
civilsamhallet/id eb uret-offentligt-partnerskap PARI
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http://www.cooperatecoffice.se/
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https://www.soderkoping.se/



https://coompanion.se/
https://www.eastsweden.se/es/east-sweden-business-region
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