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Hi there!
Pia Tingvall 

pia.tingvall@coompanion.se



Making the invisible innovation 
system visible 

Key findings from PARI – Paths for rural 
innovation I Östergötland, Sweden

Innovation in rural areas is 
already happening (of course!) –
but our innovation system does 
not recognise it?





Established innovation logic Rural (local) innovation logic

Technical innovation Social & place-based innovation

Scalability Adaptation to local needs

Specialisation Multifunctionality

Competition Collaboration

Companies as key actors Multiple sectors working together

Economic value Social + ecological + economic value



Important 
finding!



We looked for 
clusters –
“but cluster” 
was not 
enough



What makes rural 
(local) innovation 
happen?
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Varför?Thank you!
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